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GOVERNOR ALEXANDER R. SHEPHERD'S 
PHOTOGRAPH. 

By WILLIAM TINDALL. 
(Read before the Society Dec. 21, 1921.) 

In the paper on Governor Alexander Robey Shepherd, 
which I read before the Columbia Historical Society, on 
April 12, 1910, and which is recorded in pages 49 to 66 of 
volume 14 of the records of that society, I expressed regret 
that the statue of Governor Shepherd which is located on the 
space in front of the Municipal Building at the corner of 14th 
and Pennsylvania Avenue, Northwest, represents him as he 
appeared when advanced age and disease had impaired the 
features of his countenance, and corpulence the symmetry 
of his form. Although that statue may accurately portray 
his appearance at that stage of his life, it implies no criticism 
of the artist who designed it, to pronounce it a sculptural-an- 
achronism which does the Governor injustice, and is historic- 
ally misleading in implying that it resembles him during the 
period when he was in the public service from which he 
derived his fame. 

In order that those interested in the subject may have 
access to a portrait of Governor Shepherd as he actually ap- 
peared when he was Vice-President of the Board of Public 
Works of the District of Columbia, from May, 1871, until 
September 13, 1873, and while he was Governor of the 
District of Columbia, from the last named date until June 
20, 1874, when the office of Governor of the District of 
Columbia was abolished by the Act of Congress of that date, 
I am enclosing herewith a copy of a photograph of him which 
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Alexander R. Shepherd 



(From photograph in possession of William Tindall, taken while 
Governor of the District of Columbia.) 
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was taken about the beginning of the year 1874. The original 
from which this copy was taken was given by the Governor 
to his colored messenger whose name was William Sewell, 
and bears his autographic signature. He gave me a similar 
one, with a like expression of regard, similarly signed, which 
I have unfortunately misplaced. 

This copy is an excellent likeness of Governor Shepherd 
at his best, and is the only photographic or other portrait 
of him which I have seen, that in my judgment accurately 
or even approximately resembles him, as he appeared during 
his terms of public office. 

It is to be hoped that in the near future measures will be 
taken to erect a statue to his memory as the physical regen- 
erator of the National Capital, which will depict his head 
and face according to this photograph, and his general phy- 
sique in keeping with his age at the time it was taken, instead 
of the figure of him in front of the District Building, which 
is based on photographs of him taken in his extreme age and 
physical decadence, and give an absurdly erroneous impres- 
sion of his appearance at the time he performed the public 
service for which he is distinguished. 

It should be remembered in connection with this subject, 
that Governor Shepherd was born on January 31, 1835, and 
was therefore only forty years, seven months, and twelve 
days old when he took the office of Governor of the District 
of Columbia, and but thirty-eight years and three months 
old when he became a member of the Board of Public Works. 

As I knew Governor Shepherd before he was appointed 
either as Governor or as a member of the Board of Public 
Works of the District of Columbia, and met or saw him 
almost daily during the three years of his incumbency of 
those positions, I feel that I can claim to have been familiar 
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with his appearance in all of his moods, and to be qualified 
to pass a dependable judgment as to the accuracy of portraits 
taken of him then. 

I am taking occasion to include in this paper a list of the 
children of Governor Shepherd, and a list of the brothers and 
sisters of the Governor and Mrs. Shepherd which I inad- 
vertently omitted from the biography which I read before 
the Columbia Historical Society in April, 1910. 

Children of Alexander R. and Mary G. Shepherd: 
Mary Young Shepherd, 
Alexander Robey Shepherd, 
Susan Shepherd, 
Alexina Shepherd, 
William Young Shepherd, 
Grace Shepherd, 
Isabel Shepherd, 
Alexander R. Shepherd, 
Grant Shepherd, 
John Conness Shepherd. 

The first four were born at 1125 10th Street, N.W., 
Washington, D. C, and the last six at Bleak House on the 
west side of Georgia Avenue, near the northern District 
boundary. 

The second, fourth and fifth died in early infancy. 

The brothers and sisters of Governor Shepherd were: 
Thomas M. Shepherd, 
Elizabeth Shepherd, 
Wilmer Shepherd, 
Honorable Arthur S. Shepherd, Speaker of the House of 

Delegates D. C, in 1874. 
Agnes Shepherd. 

The brothers and sisters of Mrs. Shepherd were : 
Dr. William P. Young, 
Samuel G. Young, 
Susan H. Young, 
John M. Young. 
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The first named was born in Portsmouth, Virginia, and 
the last three in Washington, D. C. 

Susan H. Young, became the wife of Justice Andrew J. 
Bradley of the Supreme Court, D. C. 



